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Gandhi’s Vows
a) The Satya (Truth)
This vow is based on Gandhi’s believe that nothing is or exists in reality except truth. This explains why Sat or Truth is the most important name of God.   Gandhi believes that it is more appropriate to say that Truth is God than to say that God is Truth. Once this vow is adhered to, people gain knowledge, because, according to Gandhi, “where there is truth, there is knowledge, and where there is true knowledge...there is always bliss (Ananda).” Gandhi believes that since truth is eternal, the bliss derived from it is also everlasting. Gandhi believes that truth should be the very breath of our life and all individual activities should be centered in Truth. Once this state is achieved, Gandhi believes that once this state is achieved “all other rules of correct living will come without effort, and obedience to them will be instinctive. However, without truth, it will be impossible to observe any principles or rules in life.  Generally, the observation of the law of truth is understood merely to mean that people must speak the truth. 
b) Provide an Example from Gandhi’s life of his adherence to the Satya Vow. 
Gandhi expressed the Satya Vow when he decided to confess after stealing a bunch of Gold from his brother to clear a Twenty-Five rupee debt.  Even though this occurred while he was still a teenager, it really pained him. He regretted why he did it. However, he realized that the only way to save him from the pain is to tell the truth to his father and confess his actions. He told himself that “there could not be a cleaning without clean confession”. The decision to confess to his father is a commitment to telling the truth. Even though it took him time to tell the real details of the incident, Gandhi followed the Satya vow by confessing his actions to his father for forgiveness. 
c) Provide an example in Gandhi’s life where you think he might have deviated from Satya Vow? 
One instance where Gandhi deviated from the vow of Truth is when he failed to heed from his Wife’s advice. He had engaged his elder brother’s friend and classmate as his companion in school. This was despite the fact that he knew his behaviors. Even after his mother and his elder brother advised him to stay away from the friend, Gandhi told them that he was engaging him while aware of his behaviors. He told them that his intentions were not to just befriend him but to help him change that negative behavior they attributed him with. This was despite the fact that Gandhi knew that he never intended to change his friend, but engaged him because he regarded him as a faithful friend.
d) Explain how adherence to the Vow contributes to a better world according to Gandhi  
Gandhi believes that adherence to the Satya Vow can make the world a better place with individuals following finding it easy to follow every principle and rule. Given that Gandhi argued that Truth is God, he gives the vow a transcendental meaning that takes over the role of a Devine being. Due to the concept of based on Absolute truth, Gandhi considered that human society is based on Satya and human beings are nothing else but tireless seekers of truth. Gandhi believes that once man always chooses to pursue Truth, a harmonious state is achieved in the world. Gandhi believes that once this state is achieved “all other rules of correct living will come without effort, and obedience to them will be instinctive.”
e) Agree and Disagree with Gandhi and defend your position
I totally agree with Gandhi’s provisions of Truth as the pillar of harmonious society as individuals will follow laws and principles easily. Indeed, Truth forms the primary base for non violence and that if anyone wants to be selfless, he must be a seeker of relative truthfulness in word and in deeds. This is the argument of a harmonious and religious state of affairs. In instances where individuals chose to continuously pursue truth, they always remain self-less and non violent. 
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